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Local Presbyterian Women’s Association Monetary Pledges/Donations Needed! 

 
The Coordinating Team (CT) is doing away with the outdated chart of suggested giving as it 
has not been a useful way to access donations.  Instead we are asking each local PW group 
to decide how much it can afford to contribute towards the operation of the organization.  
 
The operating fund, formerly called the contingent fund, is supported by contributions from 
the Presbyterian Women’s groups throughout the Presbytery of Albany as well as by 
registration fees from the Spring and Fall Gatherings. These were instituted in 2007 to help 

meet expenses. Some expenditures are mandated by the Synod and some are used for running the programs and 
communicating with the local PW groups. 
 
The Synod of the Northeast relies on the Presbytery organizations for their operating funds with the suggested 
contribution being 3% of the mission giving.  A number of years ago our coordinating team voted to reduce our 
contribution from $500 to $300 per year.  We have always done very well with mission giving and should be 
sending closer to $540 based on last year’s mission contributions and the Synod suggestion.  In addition to our 
yearly payment of $300 we send $10 toward the seminarian’s exam.     
 
The Coordinating Team publishes an annual yearbook for distribution to each church plus our newsletter, the 
Presbyterian Women’s Communicator, issued in February and August.  The information in the yearbook has 
been consolidated to use fewer pages and the number of newsletters has been cut from three to two per year.  
The Communicator is being sent by e-mail to as many as possible and we’re working on doing the same for the 
yearbook to cut down on printing and mailing costs.   The cost of printing has sometimes been donated in the 
past but will be billed to the operating account from now on.    
 
We are required to send a voting delegate to the Churchwide and Synod Gatherings, each of which is held every 
third year.  We must pay her program fee (registration and meals) for Churchwide.  This has been about $450 in 
the past.  We cover the voting delegate’s room, board, and registration fee for the Synod gatherings as well as 
the moderator’s registration fee.  
 
The Spring and Fall Gatherings are planned and implemented by the Coordinating Team.  The women of the 
host church donate their time, snacks and coffee upon arrival, and dessert and drinks for lunch.  The team offers 
the speaker an honorarium of $50 and on occasion covers travel expenses for a Synod representative to come 
and speak or lead the installation of officers.  Training for the coordinating team officers is held periodically 
and was held the night prior to the Fall retreat in 2006 and 2009.  An honorarium of $100 is given to the 
leader/speaker for this day long retreat.  Our moderators have managed to get grants to cover the bulk of 
expenses for training manuals and overnight use of the facility.   
 
In 2009 only $565.00 was sent by the local PW groups while the expenses of $513.19 did not include the 
donated cost of printing the yearbooks and Communicators, a declined speaker’s fee, or the money which 
should be reserved for upcoming Synod, Churchwide, and training events.   As you can see, we are doing our 
best to cut expenses and spend wisely but will not be able to meet expenses without the continuing support of 
all of our local PW groups. 

     — Rosalie Hemingway, Operating Fund Treasurer 
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�������	
��� The director of our mission program within the Community Sunday School program 
located in United Presbyterian initiated the children's enthusiasm in filling 5 Operation Christmas Child gift 
shoeboxes. This is through Samaritan's Purse organization that furnishes gift boxes to needy children in 
destitute areas throughout the world.  Through an electronic tracking system these boxes were known to have 
reached the island of Madagascar. Our PW group filled hygiene kits that were sent to Church World Service 
which will replace kits that were sent to the earthquake disaster area in Haiti. 
 
���������  Although the women in Delmar currently are not active with PW of Albany we do continue to 
work on projects such as making banners to beautify our sanctuary throughout the ever changing seasons of the 
Christian year.  To date, we have completed 14 banners and have more in the planning stages.  Currently 8 -10 
women who are handy with needle and thread, scissors and fabric work on these beautiful creations.     
 
About 15-20 women meet monthly with our ‘Ladies Who Lunch’ program, which offers a short program 
planned by the hostesses for that month.  These programs include: putting our Pastor Larry Deyss in the ‘Hot 
Seat’ to answer biblical, spiritual or church related questions; a power point presentation on area wildflowers; 
and the making of table decorations for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Programs are always varied and 
interesting with a time of sharing as our emphasis.   
 
 �
�������
�����  does not have an “official” PW but the women in this small congregation are 
teaching a community bible school this summer and planning to meet monthly for discussion. They contribute 
to the Ticonderoga food pantry. Their Session turned out to consist of all women so the men of the church are 
cooking a breakfast for them along with the deacons followed by a church clean-up. Also the women provide 
fresh garden flowers for the Sunday service during the summer.  
 
�����
����
��������
����
�������
�����  is hosting their ninth NetWorkers 
Dinner on Wednesday, October 6 at 6:00 p.m.  For the last eight years they have served a dinner and had 
entertainment representing one of the countries or areas that take part in the NetWorkers Safe Motherhood 
Project and Malaria Prevention Program.  Churches from the Albany Presbytery are invited to attend.  Last year 
over 70 women came to the program to learn about NetWorkers and to enjoy a fun evening of food and sharing. 
 
Haiti will be the country of choice this year because of their recent earthquakes, with a Haitian menu and 
entertainment. A free will offering will be taken and split between Presbyterian Disaster Relief and the 
NetWorkers program which provides mosquito nets to women and children in Africa and Asia.  All women of 
the Albany Presbytery (or any other Presbytery) are invited to attend, but reservations would be appreciated.  
Call the church at 518-661-6566, Dorothy Magee at 661-7359, Ann Mallin at 773-8198, Mary Lou Bryan at 
725-2041 (before September 28) or Christine Dahl at 518-661-5800 (before September 21) for information, 
directions or reservations. 
 
Mayfield PW has instigated another program that other churches might be interested in doing.  To keep in touch 
with our college students we send care packages to them in the fall between Halloween and Thanksgiving.   
They seem to all enjoy getting a note from someone at home and a box of goodies. Everybody brings in 
multiples of whatever they feel the kids would like or packaged homemade cookies. We have fun putting the 
boxes up and catching up on whatever we know about our students. 
�
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SPRING GATHERING AND ANNUAL MEETING 
OF PW ALBANY PRESBYTERY 

�
First Presbyterian Church in Valatie hosted the 
Spring Gathering, Thursday, April 8, 2010. After a 
coffee start accompanied with bagels and sweets 
they adjourned to the extraordinarily beautiful 
Gothic revival church. Dorothy Johnson welcomed 
all explaining that the congregation was celebrating 
its 105th year.  She told us her PW was involved in 
Warm Up America and thanked us for donating the 
scans of yarn. Every October PW has a pot luck 
dinner and treats recipients to homemade food, 
knitted afghans, scarves and hats.  Locally they 
hand out afghans to the rescue mission, domestic 
violence, Habitat for Humanity, and others. Dorothy 
said that PW feels that this is a great way to 
encourage sharing with other women and other 
churches. 
 

Ardelle Stewart, the Vice Moderator of the 
Albany Presbytery, and Ann Cements discussed 
the day’s agenda. Ardelle announced the roll call of 
each Church member present asking her to stand 
up after her church was announced:  Hamilton 
Union -3, Valatie -7, First Presbyterian Glens Falls -
3, West Charlton -2, First Presbyterian of Albany -1, 
Community Chapel of Glens Falls -1, Mayfield -3, 
Albany Presbyterian -1, Northville -2, Cambridge -2, 
the speaker, and a guest from Emanuel Stuyvesant 
Falls, for a total of 27 attendees.  After speaking the 
Presbyterian Purpose in unison Ardelle advocated 
for Horizon’s magazine emphasizing that the 
magazine was a good way to connect with other 
Presbyterian Women throughout the world.  Ardelle 
finished by reading a short story by Nancy 
Copeland Baker from the “Empty Tea Cup.”  Then 
in unison we sang “Let Us Tongue and Talents 
Employ.” 

 
The Rev. Kathi Jones, pastor of this church, 

led us in prayer and communion. At the business 
meeting which followed, Charlotte Hasselbarth 
reviewed the newly revised PW Albany bylaws. A 
motion was passed unanimously to accept the new 
changes. Also accepted unanimously was the 2010 

revised budget.  Charlotte announced that the Fall 
Gathering will be Saturday, Oct. 2, 2010, at the 
Chapel House, State University of New York, 
Albany.  The speaker will be Rev. Sandy Damhof 
and students for the Cornerstone Protestant 
Campus. 

 
Rev. Helenmarie Sunkenberg, Justice and 

Legislative Coordinator for PW Albany, installed the 
new officers of the Coordinating Team followed by 
all singing “We all Are One in Mission”. Lois 
Morehouse, a PW Albany Communication 
Coordinator-at-Large, prayed grace before we 
broke for lunch. 

 
Jenny Lee, the Synod of the Northeast 

participant in the 2008 Global Exchange to Eastern 
Europe, talked about her travels to the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and the Ukraine with a power 
point presentation.  She explained about the 
changing political climate of Roma people (Roma 
people do not like to be called Gypsy).  Traditionally 
they were skilled as blacksmiths, horse traders, 
basket weavers and musicians.  Although most of 
these skills were lost during the Communist era, the 
Roma people have rediscovered the skill of basket 
weaving, which is a source of income and hope for 
themselves and their families who have been living 
in very bleak conditions.   Jon Chapman, area 
coordinator for the Roma people, Samuel Foster, 
and others are helping the Roma people, 
particularly children with health issues.  As a result 
of this PW Global Exchange Trip, PW is marketing 
the Roma baskets and $20,000 was obtained for 
Ukrainian school supplies   

 
 Monies taken in from registration was 

$125.00, the hunger fund $15.64, and the Goodwill 
offering $85.00.
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I was touring Turkey during Israel’s raid on the Mavi Marmara, a Gaza-bound Turkish flotilla with 
humanitarian aid to the Palestinians. The attack was in international waters 
and against a moderate Muslim country who was one of Israel’s allies. Nine 
Turkish citizens (one citizen had US dual citizenship) were killed. There were 
demonstrations in almost every Turkish city I visited (see poster near hotel). A 
change in the Israeli policy was evident over a week later when an Irish 
Flotilla arrived in the same waters. The humanitarian aid was taken off the 
ship and delivered to Gaza by land. Israel since has announced that it will 
manage the country's controversial blockade of the Gaza Strip by publishing a 
list of prohibited items; everything else is permitted but only by land.  

The new list, however, still prohibits much of what Gazans say they need most 
— construction materials to rebuild the territory still scarred by a three-week 
Israeli offensive 18 months ago that was aimed at stopping Hamas-sanctioned 
rocket attacks on the Israeli towns. Among the prohibited items were 
insulation, many types of cement, steel cables of any thickness and construction forms. In order for 
Gazans to develop an independent economy they need these materials.  

The rhetoric of the Israel lobby is strong as it seeks to obscure its Palestinian policies. The result is a 
lack of nutritious food causing child stunting and malnutrition, the apartheid wall, and white 
phosphorous to be used on civilians. A strong Presbyterian Women role is so necessary to help both 
parties make the hard compromises necessary to peace. The American Jewish community is not 
monolithic and goes beyond the Israel lobby. Organizations such as Isaac Luria, J Street 
(info@street.org) represent many Jewish, Muslim, and Christian people giving us pro-peace ideas.  

“Nonviolence was never a tactic or a way to win anything, said Gandhi. It was a way, the only way to 
act out moral truth in daily life. It is to do the right thing in every situation, regardless how painful or 
even lethal the consequences.  Nonviolence is not about making others change their ways at all. We 
cannot control the choices of others. All we can control is our own choices trying to make sure that 
they are as morally correct as possible.” * 

*Words of Ira Chernus, Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder, on Gandhi. 

— Helenmarie Sunkenberg 499-1238 
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As of 7/24/10, The Birthday Offering for PW in the Presbytery of Albany is $ 1161.91. 
�
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Saturday Aug. 7, 2010 from 9:30 am -3:30 pm 
The Fab 5 PW Gathering, at White Eagle Conference Center, Hamilton, N. Y. The theme is 
“Gathering at the River” (Revelation 22: 1-7). Speakers are Rev. Pat Raube, Lynn Hasselbarth, 
Rev. Sandy Damhof. Contact Charlotte Hasselbarth, at chasselbarth@hotmail.com or 356-
0637. Registration fee of $30 will include lunch. The facility is handicapped accessible and will 
provide golf car transportation to the lakeside worship service. 
 
Saturday, Oct. 2, 2010 10:00 A.M.–1:30 P.M., Fall Gathering Albany PW, see page 9 
 
July 22-24, 2011 - Triennial Gathering - The Desmond - Albany  
 
July 2012 - Churchwide Gathering - Gaylord Palms - Orlando, FL 
 
See pwsne.org and albanypresbytery.org for more information 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Albany�
 

                Date _____________   
  
________________________________  ____________________   ____________________ 
              (Church)          (Community)                   (Submitted by)  
 
Mission and Celebration Giving:               Honorary Life Membership(s) @ $95.00 each  
  
Least Coin                $__________               ______________________________________ 
                   (Print name as you want it on the certificate)  
Birthday Offering     $ __________                                 
                               ______________________________________  
Thank Offering         $ __________                (Print name as you want it on the certificate)  
  
   Total submitted      $                          Given by: ______________________________       
           
                    Address ________________________________ 
 
         _______________________________________ 
 
Due dates for mission payments are March 1, June 1, September 1, and December 1 
Make checks payable to Presbyterian Women in Albany Presbytery and mail to 
Carol Henderson, Mission Treasurer, 188 Pitcher Road, Queensbury, NY 12804 
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Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Albany          Date _____________ 
      
_____________________________  ____________________   ____________________ 
              (Church)          (Community)                   (Submitted by)  
 
Operating Budget:                     Scholarship Fund for Synod Events  $ _______ 
(formerly the Contingency Fund) 
      Given by: ___________________________  
Ongoing work (pledged)  $ _________   
      Address: ____________________________ 
Synod work       $ _________  
      ____________________________________ 
Churchwide work      $ _________    
      Name and PW group if this is in ____recognition  
     Total submitted:          $ _________                  or ____in memory of someone: 
 
                      ________________________________________  
     
Make checks payable to Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Albany and send to Rosalie Hemingway, 
3213 Church Street, Valatie, NY 12184  phone 518-758-7886 
 
 Presbyterian Women the Presbytery of Albany Scholarship for Synod Events Application and Policy 

 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________ City, State, Zip  ________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________ Email _________________________ 
 
Church _____________________________________________________ 
 
Please list your PW activities/experiences/involvement/ offices past and present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What Gatherings of PW in the Presbytery of Albany, Synod of the Northeast PW, or Churchwide PW have you 
attended?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicant’s Signature _______________________________________Date _________ 
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Must be postmarked 40 days prior to the event.  Send to:   
Gloria Ghirarduzzi, 1 Edgewater Pl., Glens Falls, NY  12801.   rev. 4/5/10 
 
Policy: The purpose of the Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Albany Scholarship Fund for Synod Events 
is to cover registration costs for Synod events. A committee consisting of the Moderator, the Operating Fund 
Treasurer, and one other member of the Coordinating Team will grant and distribute the scholarships.   
  
Any woman may apply. An attempt will be made to provide at least a partial amount for each applicant. Each 
applicant will be considered based on qualifications and need. More weight will be given to first time 
attendees. The applicant will be reimbursed for the registration fee after attendance of the event. If attendance is 
not possible due to an emergency, an exception may be made. If the applicant is financially unable to pay the 
fee in advance, it will be sent directly to the Synod treasurer.  
  
The applicant is expected to submit a brief article to the Presbyterian Women’s Communicator regarding the 
event.  
 
 
 rev. 4/5/10 
 

����
����
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KNOWLEDGE, PRAYER AND FELLOW SHIP, 
COME CELEBRATE 

WITH THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF 
THE ALBANY PRESBYTERY 

 FALL GATHERING 
 

 

Where: Chapel House, State University of New York at Albany  
 

When: Saturday, October 2, 2010 - 10:00 am - 1:30 pm  
* 10:00 am - Registration & Fellowship  
* 10:30 am - Announcements and Communion Service 
* 11:15 am - Program  
* 12: 15 pm – Lunch 

 
Program: Rev. Sandy Damhof, Chaplain of The Cornerstone Protestant 
Campus Ministry and students will describe their program and their 2010 
mission trip to New Orleans.  
 
General information:  
*  Refreshments are provided during registration.  
*  Bring a lunch. Beverage and dessert are provided. 
*  Registration fee of $5.00 will be collected at the door.  
*  Freewill offering will go to The Faith Stories Program at                                 
    Chapel House�and to the Presbyterian Women in the     
    Presbytery of Albany Scholarship Fund for Synod Events. 
*  Bring any fundraising items to sell. 
*  2 liter bottles of soda, brownies and cookies wrapped for                   
    freezing will be collected for the students. 
 
For questions, contact: Jo-Ann Baccari at 792-0937 or jannbacc@aol.com 
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